
 

 
01 September 2019 
 

 

 
Dear Faithful Members of the Cathedral Parish,   

 

     Ten weeks ago, Bishop Bradley appointed me the Rector of the 

Cathedral. Up until then, I have been serving as Pastor of the 

Collaborative Parishes in St. Joseph, Benton Harbor and Watervliet for the 

last three years. This new assignment allows Msgr. Osborn to focus his full 

attention to be Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia (namely, to 

assist the Bishop at the diocesan level). As the new Rector, my first and 

foremost responsibility is to attend to the parochial needs of the 

Cathedral Parish and to assist in diocesan events throughout the year 

when held here. It is very humbling and a great honor to take upon this 

pastoral role. My first memories of St. Augustine Cathedral were attending 

the Chrism Masses during Holy Week in the mid 70’s. Since then, I have 

participated in many diocesan and parish liturgies. I served as Parochial 

Vicar from August 1991 to July 1993. To serve as Rector means that I follow 

in the footsteps of other Rectors and Priests who faithfully served you 

since the founding of the Diocese in 1971. Furthermore, when one considers 

our rich history dating to the mid-19th century and the foundation of our 

Catholic Faith in Kalamazoo, it is an awesome wonder. I look forward to 

many years and opportunities to serve you and foster our Faith in Jesus, 

the Good and Gentle Shepherd.  

 

   If you wonder why it has taken me so long to arrive, I’ll let you know. At 

the time of my appointment, the Bishop was so kind to give me a mini-

sabbatical from July 1 to August 31. He wanted to give me some time for 

prayer, rest and relaxation. In addition to the rest, he saw my need to have 

a break following my mother’s death in April. The sabbatical was 

unexpected but graciously received. So on July 1, I took a train from St. 



Joseph and headed west. My destination was Los Angeles, California. 

Unfortunately, I was not able to stay in one location. So I split my time 

between the Carmelite Sisters in Alhambra and St. Vincent de Paul Parish 

in Los Angeles.  Whether with the Sisters or the Parish, I prayed, read, and 

journaled. I attend the First Vows of four new Carmelites Sisters on July 16. 

On the 17th, I was able to concelebrate at the Consecration Mass of Christ 

Cathedral for the Diocese of Orange.  Some may remember Rev Robert 

Schuler’s TV program at the Crystal Cathedral. In 2012, Rev Schuler sold 

the campus and the Crystal Cathedral to the Catholic Diocese of Orange. 

Even though there was a higher bid, Rev Schuler decided on the Catholic 

Church so that Christ would remain the focus forever.  

 

     My return by train led me to Texas where I visited relatives. Since 

getting back to Michigan, I received the marriage vows of three couples. (I 

did not want to break my promises to them.) For the last three weeks, I 

have continued to rest in St Joseph at a private residence overlooking 

Lake Michigan. The sunsets have been spectacular!  There were a few days 

that I came to the Cathedral Parish to unpack boxes and to get my office 

and room is order. I am ready!   

 

     It has been 28 years since I was first assigned here. I look forward to 

getting reacquainted and to meet new families. St Augustine Catholic 

School is opened so I will make my way over to meet our students and their 

teachers this week. All in all, it’s great to be back. I intend to write a few 

words each week to keep you updated on parish matters.  

 

      Lastly, please remember to pray for me.  

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Father Bob Creagan  


